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You know, we live in probably the most
thankless society I have ever seen. Maybe
you've noticed it too. We as Americans, and I
must include myself many times, have a strong
tendency to take for granted just about
everything we have. I want to ask you this
question: What is it you have that wasn't given
to you, or isn't still being supplied? Can you list
anything? Oh sure, you might have worked hard
to buy your car, or home, or the latest novel that
you have been reading, but when you think
about it, who was it that made you healthy so
you could work for your car, or home, or
anything else? Who is it that even permitted you
to wake up today? To have the sense of sight to
read this article? To even be able to grasp this
paper with your hands? I don't think you would
hesitate to say that God gave you the power.
My friend, think about this. Did you know that
except it be for Christ there would be nothing?
The first chapter of John is a fantastic chapter
on the deity of Jesus Christ. In verse 3 it says
that all things were made by Christ; and that
without Him there would be nothing at all. The
creation account in Genesis talks considerable
about the Lord creating the universe, and the
earth. He made the valleys, and the birds, He
made the rivers and the clouds, He made all the
beauty of nature. Have you ever thanked Him for
making all this which is so peaceful to your eye?
Another thing that you might not have

by
Mark J. Highman

thought about is that the Lord gives you the very
breath you breathe. Genesis 2: 7 says that God
breathed into man, or gave man life. Your entire
body functions because God is allowing it to.
Have you thanked Him for being alive today? I
am young, yet I continually praise and thank my
savior for giving me life, for giving me breath,
for allowing my heart to function daily!
Are you trusting in-the Lord? Do you cast your
burdens and problems on the Lord daily? In
Psalms 55: 22 we read, "Cast thy burden upon
the LORD, and he shall sustain thee." Isaiah
26:4 says, "Trust ye in the LORD forever; for in
the LORD God is everlasting strength." Have
you been thanking the Lord for sustaining you,
for carrying your burdens, for aiding you in
times of testing? The Lord does many things for
us that we don't even recognize, even though we
should. When we think of God, do we look
on Him as being real? Do we see Him as a
personal God and friend? If so, why are we not
thanking Him? Why do we take God for granted? ,
Do we not realize that just as much as He is
giving, He can take away?
My friend, this is the Thanksgiving season,
probably the only time the word comes up in the
language of many people of this country. If you
are a Christian you have something extra special
to be thankful about: your salvation. Take time
out today, and everyday, this month and every
month, to thank your Savior for all He has done
for you. He's worthy of your thanks!
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Thanks Lord, for your love
you give to us each day.
Thanks Lord, for your Son
Who for our sins did pay.
Thanks Lord, for being here
And listening while I pray.
Thaf1kS Lord, for everything.
In You I'll ~rust and obey!

GEORGE HERBERT ONCE PAA YEO
"OUR FATHER, THOU HAST GIVEN US
SO MUCH,G1VE US ONE MORE THINGA GRATEFUL HEART."
"PRAISE. LOUDLY;BLAME SOFTLY."

"NONE HAS SO LITTLE THAT THERE IS
NO ROOM FOR PRAISE, NOT SO MUCH
THERE 1.S NO NEED FOR PRAYER."

Selections were taken from THE CHAPEL WINDOW,
Mary Jess, copyright 1972, Moody Press, Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago. Used by permission.
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JatRomleas ?Jlonder
by
· Janet Ebel

· . If you'll take the world's great wonders
And heap them into one,
You'll begin to get a picture
Of the worth of God's dear Son.
He's more majestic than the mountains,
Mightier than a rolling sea;
More gentle than the morning dew,
More stately than a tree.
He's more glorious than the stars
Twinkling up high,
More spectacular than a sunset
In the reddish, evening sky.
He's sweeter than the fragrance
Of a field of lovely flowers;
And everyday we spend with Him,
He's sweeter by the hour.
And yet there's understanding
In ·my dear Lord's blessed face,
Patience, love, and kindness
That never will erase.
So if the world's great wonders
Shine forth in their splendor,
Let's give to Him thanksgiving,
And all our love surrender.

/J. ~- MDDdg
by
A.P. Fitt

Chapter 3
Early Chicago Career
D.L. Moody's ambition had been stirred by
the opening up of the great West. Boston proved
to conservative for him. He was not comfortable
in his surroundings, and privately decided to
strike out where there was more room for a
young man with push and enthusiasm to
succeed in business.
After reaching Chicago, he secured employment in Wiswall's boot and shoe store. Though
personal appearances were still against him, his
abi Iity as a salesman soon asserted itself. He
became popular with the rougher class of
customers, and used to take special delight in
handling difficult people.
After a time, when Wiswall added a jobbing
department to his business, Moody found
himself still more in his element. It gave him a
chance to push our in his own interests, to
exercise his tireless energies outside the routine
of the store. He used to visit the depots, and
inspect the hotel registers for incoming visitors.
When the store closed at night, he would accost
passersby and try to sell them rubbers and other
seasonable goods. He was all the time on the
lookout for customers.
The first Sunday he was in Chicago he
attended the morning Sunday School in the
First Baptist Church. His future wife sat there
among the pupils, a girl in her teens. He brought
with him a letter to the Plymouth Congregational Church, with which he immediately identified
himself. Here he undertook his earliest form of
Christian activity. He realized that there were

many young men in this growing Western city,
away from home and friends as he was, and who
felt diffidence about attending churches where
the pews were all engaged. He therefore rented
four pews in Plymouth Church, and invited
young men to attend and sit in his pew, a form
of ministry that he prosecuted with unusual
success.
At this time he also joined the Young Men's
Mission Band of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church, whose purpose was to visit hotels and
boarding-houses on Sunday Mornings, distributing tracts and inviting people to the church
services.
Sunday afternoqns he devoted to a little
mission Sunday school on the corner of
Chicago Avenue and Wells Street. He offered to
take a class. The superintendent said he had
twelve teachers already and sixteen scholars,
but if he could work up a class of his own, he
would be welcome. Next Sunday Moody
appeared with eighteen ragged, dirty "hoodlums" gathered off the streets, but each
nonetheless needing to be saved. Turning these
children over to some of the teachers, Moody
sought out more scholars, until he filled the
school to overflowing. He had no idea that he
himself could teach, but devoted to God his one
talent of being able to "drum up" recruits, both
young men and children, for the services of the
house of God.
While Mr. J.B. Stillson, of Rochester, New
York, was at this time engaged in the erection of
the old Chicago custom-house, he used to
distribute tracts and hold meetings along the
river. One day he met Moody, who struck him as
continued on page 6
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Thanks: For Trials
Thanks: For Service
by
Teresa Galbreath
The Scripture exhorts the Christian to render
thanks unto God, not only at Thanksgiving, but
at all times and in all things. One way that we
can outwardly show our gratefulness to God is
by helping others.
Helping others means giving to them out of
our resources to supply their needs. Since
everyone has a need, everyone needs help in
some way. God has blessed us with resources
such as salvation, money, time, and talents that
we can give to others.
What are some ways that we'-can lielp others?
We can help I unsaved people by sharing the
gospel with them. If God has blessed us with
money, we can assist those who have material
needs. We all possess the gift of time which we
can use to say a kind word or do a kind deed.
Through our talents we can aid others in
whatever way they can use our abilities.
When Christ was on this earth He helped
those with whom He came in -contact. He gave
His life that they might be saved. When the five
thousand were hungry, He fed them. Christ took
time to converse with the woman at the well. By
healing the sick, He exercised His power to help
those in need. Christ is the model for
Christians, therefore, we should follow His
example in helping others.

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
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1 Tuesday

Romans 12:9-21
II Cor. 9:6-15
2 Wednesday
Galatians 6:1-10
3 Thursday
Philippians 1:3-11
4 Friday
Philippians 2:1-11
5 Saturday
I Peter 4:1-11
6 Sunday
I John 3:11-24
7 Monday

by
Jeff Davis
You may have often heard that God has not
promised us a life free of problems, but He ,has
given us the strength to endure. I Peter tells us
we will have trials of our faith, and we find this
difficult to cope with in everyday life. Think with
me for a short while about being thankful in the
hard times we face. What is it that we are to be
thankful for? First-as Christians we know that
God remains faithful and present. "The eternal
God is thy refuge, and underneath are the
everlasting arms ... " (Deuteronomy 33:27).
Faithful is our Lord to comfort us through His
Word. "For whatever things were written in
earlier times were written for our learning, that
we, through patience and comfort of the
scriptures, might have hope." (Romans 15: 4).
God is faithful in securing our salvation
through Jesus Christ. "He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life," were Christ's own words found in John
5: 24. As Dr. Robert Gromacki has aptly written:
"Can any work of God be imperfect?" Our
salvation is eternal.
What is it in pain or in distressing problems
that upsets us so much that we lose sight of
what God has said will always be ours? The
Apostle Paul knew suffering, yet he gives us an
astonishing reply-"Rejoice in the Lord always;
and again I say, rejoice ... (for) ... I can do all
things through Christ, who strengthens me."
(Philippians 4: 4, 13).

Nov. 8 Tuesday
Nov. 9 Wednesday
Nov. 10 Thursday
Nov. 11 Friday
Nov. 12 Saturday
Nov. 13 Sunday
Nov. 14 Monday

Psalms 52
Romans 8:18-39
James 1 :1-16
I Peter 1 : 3-9
Job 23:10-12;
13:15,16
Psalms 37:1-11
II Cor. 11 :24-31
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Thanks: For Song
by

Janet Ebel
Can you imagine the difference it would make
in our lives if the next time we were tempted to
complain or to reply in anger we said something
nice instead? I know in my own life it would
make a big difference. The Bible even instructs
us to "do all things without murmurings and
disputings ... " So, you might ask, how can we
get over this critical spirit and learn to be
thankful? It takes a conscious, prayerful effort,
but he Lord will help us. Singing is always a
good way to help us look on the bright side of
things. The Bible says: "Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly, in all widwom teaching and
admonishing one another, in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. And whatever ye do in word
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by him."
And don't worry if you don't have a singing
voice, either! The Lord just wants us to sing to
His glory, thanking and praising Him for His
goodness toward us.
Singing is an act of worship that draws us
closer to God. It makes us realize He really is
there and He really does care. And remember,
we can't have a critical spirit if we have a
thankful heart!

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Tuesday Colossians 3:12-20
Wednesday
Psalms 150
Thursday Philippians 4:4-13
Friday
Colossians 2:4-13
Saturday Revelation 19:1-10
Sunday
Psalms 145
Monday
Psalms 40:1-11

WEEKLY
DEVOTIONAL
MEDITATIONS

Thanks: For Prayer
by
Dean Harkness
A small boy climbed upon his father's lap, put
his arms around his father's neck and squeezed
as hard as he could, saying "Thank you, Daddy
for the new baseball glove."
How often have we in . the past gone to our
parents and asked for some item that we felt we
needed, and then after our parents granted our
wish, we approached them and said "Thank
you."
This is the way we, as born again believers in
Christ, should approach our Heavenly Fatherin thanksgiving.
There are now two aspects in giving thanks
through prayer. Luke 11 : 2-4 contains the
instruction of Christ concerning prayer. In verse
three it says, "Give us this day our daily bread."
He is showing us that we should ask of our
heavenly Father. We see this instruction is
verses 11-13 which also say we should ask of
our Father. It is pleasing to ask of the Father, as
is evident. This is the first aspect of
thanksgiving.
The second aspect of thanksgiving to our
heavenly Father is actually thanking the Lord for
the provisions given to us. As parents want their
children to say thank you and be appreciative,
even does our heavenly Father desire this of us
(Psalm 50:14, 15).
·
So let us give thanks unto the Lord every day
for all things, through prayer.

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Psalms 95
Tuesday
Luke 11:1-4
Wednesday
Luke 11:5-10
Thursday
Luke
11:11-13
Friday
Psalms
50:14-23
Saturday
Psalms 98
Sunday
Psalms 5:1-12
Monday
Psalms 136
Tuesday
Wednesday Exodus 15:1-21
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continued from page 3
"a young man of earnest purpose, plain habits,
and not very much education." The two became
co-workers in scattering religious reading
among sailors, in saloons and boarding houses,
and in hundreds of poor families living in the
portion of the city known as "the Sands," on the
north side of the city, extending from the jail to
the lake.
Letters written home at this period prove that
he was rapidly ripening in Christian experience,
however, little he knew of correct doctrine.
Writing to his brother George, on March '17,
1857, he said :
I can make more money here in a week than I
could in Boston in a month. But that is not all. I
have enjoyed more religion here than ever in my
life. George, I hope you will hold on to the
promises in the Bible. I find the better I live the
more enjoyment I have, and the more I think of
God and His love the less I think of the world's
troubles. George, don't let anything keep you
from the full enjoyment of God's love. I think we
have things sometimes come upon us to try our
faith, and God likes to see us cling on. As the
psalmist says in one place, God likes to chasten
them whom He loves. So let us pray for each
other, for I think it becomes Christians to pray
for each other.I have brought you before God in
my pray_ers, and I hope yo1,,1 have done the same
for me.
In the fall of 1858, Mr. Moody started a
Sunday school of his own in a vacant saloon,
his helpers being Mr. Stillson and Mr. Carter,
who led the singing. Larger quarters were
immediately needed and when the mayor of the
city understood the plan for trying to save the
children in the submerged portion of the city, he
gladly gave . use of the North Market Hall for
Sunday school work.
This was a large hall over a market, owned by
the city, and rented nearly every Saturday night
for balls, when liquor and refreshments and
cigars were freely used. It was commodious and
convenient to that tough quarter in which Mr.
Moody delighted to work.
Seeking out some of the street arabs who did
not like the Wells Street mission school and had
therefore dropped our, Mr. Moody invited them
to assist him in his new venture. The boys were
pleased to become partners and willingly
entered upon the work. One of those boys
subsequently became postmaster of Chicago
and commander-in-chief of the Grand Army of
the Republic.
In preparing the hall for balls, the chairs,
class banners, and other furniture used by Mr.
Moody were thrown into a miscellaneous heap
at one end of the hall. He and his "partners"
used to, therefore,.get around at 6 a.m. Sunday
PAGE SIX

mornings to sweep out the hall, remove the
beer-barrels, cigar-stumps, and debris of the
ball, and rearrange their furniture and banners
for the 3 p.m. service. Sweeping the floors was
in his eyes as true service for God as
superintending the school.
Said Mr. Moody to one man: "I want you to
teach these lambs."
"Lambs? Wolves, you mean!" replied the
other.
Mr. Moody or some helper would read a
passage of Scripture, sing a hymn, tell an
anecdote-anything to fill up the time. By
degrees the school increased to fifteen hundred,
and as new teachers enlisted, order was
achieved out of chaos.
Thirteen street arabs were promised a new
suit each at Christmas if they would attend
regularly every Sunday until that time. Their
nicknames were: Red Eye, Smikes, Madden the
Butcher, Jackey Candles, Giberick, Billy
Blucannon, Darby the Cobbler, Butcher Lilroy,
Greenhorn, Indian, Black Stovepipe, Old Man,
and Ragbreeches Cadet. All but one fulfilled the
conditions. Mr. Moody had them photographed
"before" and "after", the pictures being known
by the titles, "Will it pay?" and "It does pay!"
This uniformed group became known as
"Moody's bodyguard."
Thirteen years later a friend called at a railway
ticket office. The agent asked him to step
inside, and said: "You do not know me?"
"No, I have not that pleasure."
"You know Moody's bodyguard?"
"Yes; I have a picture of them in my home."
"Well," said the agent, "when you go home,
take a square look at the ugliest of the lot, and
you will see your humble servant, now a church
member and heir to Mr. Moody in that work."
One of Moody's first principles was the worse
the boy was, the more reason against ejecting
him. Hence expulsion was never thought of.
One young bully of fifteen years was
especially nosiy and troublesome, and all the
usual means failed to tame him. At last Mr.
Moody said to Mr. Farwell: "If that boy disturbs
his class today, and you see me go for him and
take him into the anteroom, you ask the school
to rise and sing a very loud hymn until I return."
The program was executed as arranged. Mr.
Moody seized the boy, hurried him into the
anteroom before he realized what was
happening, and locked the door. He gave the
boy a terrible thrashing, and presently returned,
with face flushed, but wearing an expression of
victory.
Said he, "I bel_ieve that boy is saved."
The boy was converted soon afterward, and
years later acknowledged that he was still
enjoying the benefits of that Gospel exercise.

DOWN
1. I will _ _ _ _ _ thee, 0 Lord, for thou
hast lifted me up ... Psalms 30:1.
2. My
shall be of thee ...
Psalms 22: 25
4. Admonishing one another, in psalms and
hymns and spiritual ______ ... Colossians 3: 16
7. _ _ _ _ _ in the Lord always, and
again I say rejoice. Philippians 4: 4.
8. Make a _ _ _ _ _ noise unto the Lord
all ye lands. Psalms 100: 1
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2. Speaking to yourselves in _ _ _ __
and hymns and spiritual songs ...
Ephesians 5: 19.
3. With _ _ _ _ _ , let your requests be
made known unto God. Philippians 4 : 6.
5. I will _ _ _ _ _ the LORD at all
times ... Psalms 34:1.
6. I will _ _ _ __ _ thy name forevermore ... Psalms 86:12b.
9.
Oh, _ _ _ _ __ the
Lord
with
me ... Psalms 34:3.

When Abraham Lincoln was president-elect,
he spent a Sunday in Chicago, and visited the
school on Mr. Farweli's invitation, on condition
that he should not be asked to make a speech.
When the boys learned who he was, their
enthusiasm burst all restraints. As Lincoln rose
to leave, Mr. Moody announced the conditions
of his visit, but added: "If Mr. Lincoln finds it in
his heart to say a few words for our
encouragement, of course we will listen
attentively."
Thus taken, Mr. Lincoln made a helpful
address, based upon his own early experiences.
He earnestly admonished the boys to be
attentive to their teachers and put in practice
what they learned, and in so doing some day,
perhaps, any one of them might become
President of the United States.
On one of his recruiting excursions Mr.
Moody reached a house where there were not
only children but also a jug of whiskey, which
the father had laid in for Sunday. Mr. Moody got
the whiskey and emptied it into the street. Next
week he returned, bent on a similar errand, the
man was awaiting him. As he confessed to
demolishing the whiskey-jug, the man took off
his coat to fight him. But Mr. Moody said:
"I emptied the jug for the good of yourself and
your family. If I am to be thrashed for it, let me

9
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pray for you all before you do it."
Falling on his knees, he prayed earnestly for
father, mother, and children, as he had learned
to pray under such circumstances. When he
arose from his knee the father's anger had
cooled down, and he was permitted to have the
children for his school.
Mr. Moody loved his school, and his scholars
loved him. Many of them were as brands
plucked from the burning, and were knit to him
by the common love of God which had been
shed abroad in their hearts. One little scholar
moved to another part of the city. The little
fellow kept up his attendance, although it meant
a long, tiresome walk each way. Someone asked
him why he went so far, and said that there were
plenty of other schools just as good nearer his
home. "They're not for me," was the boy's reply.
"Why not?"
"Because they love a fellow over there," he
replied.
"If only we could make the world believe that
we love them," said Mr. Moody, "there would be
fewer empty churches and a smaller proportion
of our population who never darken a church
door. Let love replace duty in our church
relations, and the world will soon be
evangelized."
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.
John 4: 14
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